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Fellow Rotarians, 
  
November is the Rotary Foundation Month.  
  
The Rotary Foundation started in 1917 when Rotary International’s sixth President 
Arch Klumph, proposed the creation of an "endowment fund” for Rotary to do 
good in the world in the form of charitable, educational, and other avenues of 
community service. It was not until after the passing of Rotary Founder Paul P. 
Harris in 1947 that the Rotary Foundation would reach the world importance that it 
has today.  
  
The Rotary Foundation supports the efforts of Rotary International to achieve 
world understanding and peace through international humanitarian, educational, 
and cultural exchange programs. It is supported by contributions from Rotarians 
and friends of the Foundation who share its vision of a better world. Its expenses 
are born solely by the interest earned on its contributions over a three year 
period.  
  
Ask anyone who has been touched by the Rotary Foundation just how important it 
is, and each response will be similar. For young parents in Afghanistan, it was a 
life-saving immunization for their five-month-old son. To a woman with seven 
children in Malaysia, it was a loan to start a sewing business that enabled her to 
feed her children. To North Koreans, it was an ambulance that equipped a hospital 
to be able to take care of them. To thousands of college students in almost every 
country in the world, it was the chance to study abroad, with all expenses paid, 
and learn their educational specialty up close and personal. Grants are also 
awarded to university teachers to teach in developing countries and for 
exchanges of business and professional people. 
  
The Rotary Foundation had US$73 million contributed in 2000-01. But, that’s not 
what The Rotary Foundation is all about. Its event-filled 85 years has been a story 
of Rotarians learning the value of service to humanity, and the citizens of the 
earth benefiting from that service. The Humanitarian Programs of the foundation 
help fuel international Rotary projects to improve the quality of life, providing 
health care, clean water, food, education, and other essential needs primarily in 
the developing world.  
  
Rotary’s most famous humanitarian program is Polio Plus, which seeks to 
eradicate the polio virus worldwide. You can read about the Rotary Foundation on 
our website at www.rotaryhistoryfellowship.org/foundation. 
  
The impact of two World Wars during the first fifty-year history of Rotary made 
many leaders around the world think about how to settle international disputes 
without resorting to bloodshed. In this spirit, Rotary sponsored a conference in 



London during November 1943, with ministers of education and observers from 
twenty-one governments (many in exile in London) for the purpose of starting an 
organization for international educational and cultural exchange after the 
conclusion of the war. Later that same year, they started to lay plans for what later 
became UNESCO and two years later evolved into the United Nations.  
 
Rotary participated in the United Nations Charter Conference in San Francisco 
1945. Twelve prominent Rotarians influenced the humane aspects of the United 
Nations Charter. Participating Rotarians in San Francisco helped to re-write the 
preamble (We the peoples rather than we the states) and articles on ECOSOC.  
 
Rotary International was granted consultative status at the United Nations and 
through the 60 years of the United Nations existence, prominent Rotarians have 
served as observers at various important meetings. The main role, which has 
been exercised with great effectiveness, has been to disseminate information 
around the world about the United Nations. 
  
You can read about Rotary and the United Nations on our Rotary Global History 
website at www.rotaryhistoryfellowship.org/history/history/un/story.htm. 
  
  

 
  
Rotary Foundation Chairman Frank Devlyn continues Rotary’s great work with the 
United Nations. Frank sent me the following message, which he has asked me to 
share with you: 
  
Dear Family & Friends of Rotary: 
  
I wish all of you could have been present at the meeting of the UNICEF Executive 
Board where there were representatives from every region and most key countries 
in the world.  The Executive Director of UNICEF Ann M. Veneman gave the 
opening statement where she gave her gratitude and recognition for all Rotary 
International has been able to do in our Partnership to combat, control in our goal 
of eradicating Polio.  Yes my family & friends of Rotary I wish you could have 
heard the different delegations from all areas of the world ask to speak and give 
gratitude and recognition to Rotary International after I gave my presentation. 
UNICEF worldwide does recognize our work.  It was an honor to represent Rotary 
at this important reunion and be able to show these top representatives from 



UNICEF the value of the Added Credibility offered by a Rotary International that 
helps to Create Awareness for Our World To Take Action. 
  
We show that we put into practice our motto of Service Above Self. 
  
I Encourage You to Create Awareness & Take Action In Exploring How Rotary & 
Your Group Might Work Together As Partners. 
  
Your Amigo in Mexico City, 
  
Frank Devlyn 
Chairman, the Rotary Foundation 2005-06 
Past Rotary International President 2000-01 
  
You can read about Frank Devlyn on the Internet at  
www.frankdevlyn.org. You can also read about The Rotary Foundation at 
www.rotary.org/foundation/ 
  
Jane O’Brien wrote the following article about how Rotary is extending its Polio 
Plus partnership with UNICEF: 
  
NEW YORK, 29 September 2005 – UNICEF is to extend cooperation with one of its 
most important partners in the campaign to wipe out polio. Rotary International 
has provided more than $180 million to UNICEF for this work and encourages 
governments to give practical support for the eradication initiative. 
  
“UNICEF occupies a very special position for Rotary,” said Frank Devlyn, Trustee 
Chairman of the Rotary Foundation at today’s meeting of the UNICEF Executive 
Board. “We are trying to save children’s lives and this partnership has proved that 
we can do that. It’s proved that an organization such as Rotary can come together 
with UNICEF and do so much more together.” 
  
The Rotary-UNICEF partnership on polio started in 1988 when the World Health 
Assembly resolved to eradicate the disease. Rotary’s assistance has provided 
grants to buy oral vaccines and has helped carry out National Immunization Days 
in countries around the world. Rotary members work with UNICEF staff to 
coordinate activities on the ground. 
  
‘We have an obligation to the world’ 
  
In the late 1980s there were 350,000 cases of polio every year in 125 countries. 
Since the eradication efforts began, the number of cases has been reduced by 
more than 99 per cent. There are now just six countries where the virus is 
endemic. Mr. Devlyn believes polio could be eradicated by 2006. 
  
“We are on the right track and if it isn’t [eradicated] we are going to continue 
working on it,” he says. “We are not going to give up. We are going to continue.  
  
“People who ask for money get what they call donor fatigue and people who are 
giving call it giving fatigue. But we are not going to be fatigued. We are going to 
keep working because we have an obligation to the world.” 



  
At today’s UNICEF Executive Board meeting, the two organizations agreed to 
continue working together until polio is eradicated. Other joint projects are slated 
for future discussion.  
  
Rotary International and the Rotary Foundation continue to provide help around 
the world, which is what gives Rotary its golden reputation. We Rotarians are 
admired around the world for our compassion, generosity and our strong 
commitment to service.  
  
If each Rotarian contributes $100 per year to the Rotary Foundation. Rotary would, 
with its 1,221,920 members around the world, collect $122,192,000. One hundred 
dollars per year is only 27 cents per day. I have not yet met a Rotarian, who could 
not afford such an amount. These 27 cents per day would help Rotary make an 
even bigger difference in the world and make sure that Rotary continues to have 
an excellent around the world. You can read more about the Rotary Foundation at 
www.rotary.org/foundation.  
  
You can conveniently make a tax deductible $100 donation to the Rotary 
Foundation via the Internet at the following website: 
  
https://riweb.rotaryintl.org/donor_xml/contributionmenu.asp  
  
You can find more statistics about Rotary Clubs and Rotary Members around the 
world on the Rotary District 7230 website at www.rotary7230.org. It is maintained 
by District 7230 Webmaster Ted Nygreen, who does a great job. 
  
Rotary Foundation Chairman Frank Devlyn said: 
  
Rotary Global History Fellowship is an instrumental tool for those forward-
thinking people who wish to learn from our history, in order to guide our future. 
  
Many Rotarians around the world are members of Rotary Global History 
Fellowship. You can find us on the Internet at www.RotaryHistoryFellowship.org. 
You can also become a member for $25 per year (or $100 for five years). It is easy 
to sign up, just click on www.joinrghf.org or send me an e-mail to 
Chairman@RotaryHistoryFellowship.org. 
  
  
Rotary is and continues to be  
formed by its history. 
  
  
Mats Ingemanson 
Chairman 
  
  
  
  
To unsubscribe, click the reply button and email this message back to the sender with the single 
word, in the subject line: unsubscribe.  
  



DISCLAIMER: The contents of this project, have been researched, collected, compiled, and written 
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districts, and zones world-wide. The views and opinions expressed on this website are not 
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